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U of A Poultry Science Team
takes first place at Festival

FROM THE
DIRECTOR
Dr. Walter Bottje,
Interim Director
Center of Excellence
for Poultry Science

Newsflash!
King Cluck (alias Keith Bramwell) and
entourage take Hot Springs by storm - the
town will never be the same again. People are
clamoring for ‘Cluckie’ t-shirts and a cult
following has developed. More news at 10.
True genius, hard work, and a lot of
creativity helped the Department booth and
skit team reestablish itself as the top act of the
Poultry Festival. We are very grateful for the
support of the Allied Industry and the scholarship auction at the Festival that continues to
be an important source of support for our
scholarship program. We will miss the golden
voice, sharp wit, and front man for the
auction, Ron McDaniel, who has been a longtime friend of CEPS. He hasn’t been put out
to pasture - just moved in the rotation program. Ron also gave the keynote address to
the Annual Awards Banquet, pulling it off
with flying colors following a quick change in
the bathroom after watching a regional
softball game that featured both his daughters
in important roles in the win. From his
account, I’m convinced a lesser man might
have had a heart attach if they’d been in his
shoes. Ron - we hope you stop by whenever
you have time - thanks for everything.
Director’s column continued on p. 2

FAYETTEVILLE – The University of Arkansas’ poultry science
department took first place for booth theme and skit June 8 at the 43rd Annual
Poultry Festival held in Hot Springs. The booth was titled “King Cluck.” It
was the U of A’s third consecutive year to place in the top three at the contest.
The poultry science team had a large stage built with a sarcophagus,
tomb entrance, drumstick-shaped pillars, and a pedestal upon which a golden
egg rested. The skit included an opening similar to “Raiders of the Lost Ark”
with an explorer, guide, snakes and spiders. Once the explorer removed the
golden egg from its resting place, the King Cluck character, and egyptian
women mummified in the tomb along with King Cluck, “awoke” and began a
choreographed dance to music adapted from Steve Martin’s famous “King
Tut” song. Words had been changed to incorporate a poultry theme. The team
was made up of nine participants.
The participants were Jason Emmert, associate professor; Niki Loupe, a
senior from Crossett; Padma Pillai, graduate student from India; Julie
Townsend, sophomore from Malvern; Keith Bramwell, extension poultry
specialist; Gary Davis, undergraduate recruiter; Diana Bisbee, program
director; Lionel Barton, emeritus faculty member; and Karen Eskew, communication specialist.
Before the skit, U of A students set up a game called “King Cluck’s
Sarcophagus Throw” and invited kids to throw small chickens through a hole
to win a prize such as a wiggle snake or fake gemstone ring. Team members
FESTIVAL - continued on page 2

The UA poultry team poses after their performance at the Poultry
in Hot Springs. Skit participants were from left (front) Jason
Emmert, Padma Pillai, Gary Davis, (back) Niki Loupe, Keith
Bramwell and Julie Townsend.

Partners Newsletter • Center of Excellence for Poultry Science • Vol. 10, No. 2, 2002

2
DIRECTOR - Continued from page 1
The Department continues to garner
recognition on and off campus. Examples include
the students from the Department who made the
Chancellor’s and Dean’s lists, and college honor
roll. Two students and two faculty members
received top college awards (see p. 5). Yanbin Li
received the research award by Gamma Sigma
Delta (agriculture honor society). Two faculty
members, Jason Emmert and John Kirby, were
promoted during the last year. Finally, Susan
Watkins coordinated the Poultry Symposium held
in April in Springdale and also organized and put
together the first Ozark Poultry Producer
Symposium held May 15th. (There are a number
of very positive and exciting opportunities for the
Department that are in the works. The Department is also preparing for challenges being faced
by all state agencies during this period of budget
constriction.)
As a final personal note, I just want to say
thanks again for the opportunity that the Poultry
Federation gave me at Hot Springs with the
Doobie Brothers. It was an incredible experience
for my son and I. Thank you.
PARTNERS is a newsletter for faculty,
staff, students, alumni and friends of the Center of Excellence for Poultry Science, University of Arkansas Division of Agriculture
and Dale Bumpers College of Agricultural,
Food and Life Sciences, UA-Fayetteville.

FESTIVAL - Continued from page 1
also passed out “mummified chicken” which was really chicken jerky along
with “water from the nile” which was really chilled bottles of water that had
been donated by Mountain Valley Spring Water in Hot Springs. A favorite
booth item was the tattooing that team members did for festival attendees.
Each year contestants compete in two categories, best booth theme and
best barbecue. This year 19 booths entered the competition from all over
Arkansas and southern Missouri.Winners were announced at the Convention
Center in Hot Springs prior to the Doobie Brothers concert.
First place in the contest netted the U of A team a $1,000 check and a
plaque as well as a four-foot-high traveling trophy. The poultry festival is
sponsored by the Poultry Federation.

The Poultry Science grad students take a break from their
booth at the Poultry Festival to pose. Their theme was
“Chicken Factor.”

CEPS Interim Director and Poultry Science
Department Head: Dr. Walter Bottje
Editor: Karen Eskew
❖ ❖ ❖
Address correspondence to Department of
Poultry Science, 0114 Poultry Science Center,
University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, AR 72701.
Phone 479-575-4952 - FAX 479-575-3026

We are now e-mailing editions of Partners to
those wishing to receive it electronically. If
you would prefer to receive your Partners via
e-mail, please contact Karen Eskew at the
CEPS at keskew@uark.edu and in the subject
line, put PARTNERS EMAIL. We will not sell
or distribute our list. It is strictly for
distribution of the Center of Excellence’s
Poultry Science newsletter Partners.

Dr. Bottje, far right, is
shown playing his
“fiddle” after taking the
stage with the Doobie
Brothers during their
concert on Saturday
night of the festival.

Proceeds from the $1,000 prize money won by the UA poultry team
will be donated to the Poultry Science Department’s Scholarship Fund.
The Poultry Festival is an annual event held in Hot Springs at the
Convention Center and is sponsored by The Poultry Federation.
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Tournament raises over $14,000 for scholarships
FAYETTEVILLE – Twenty-seven teams enjoyed a day of golf and netted over $14,000 for poultry science scholarships during
the Third Annual Poultry Science Scholarship Golf Tournament May 20 at the Golf Club at Valley View in Farmington.
Format for the tournament was a four-person scramble with a shotgun start. Immediately following conclusion of the tournament was
an awards banquet and presentation in the Valley View clubhouse.
First place winners in the morning flight were Fred Barnhill, Sherri Barnhill, Stan Barnhill and Jerry Birch of Barnhill Poultry
with a score of 60. Second place winners in flight one were Gary Bailey, Doug Rhoads, Tim Goins and Terry Wing of Alternative Design
with a score of 61. Tim Goins also took home a prize for closest to the pin on hole 13, Sherri Barnhill won an award for having the
longest drive on hole 18 and Jerry Birch took first place in the morning putting contest.
First place winners in the afternoon flight were Lance Kittrell, Sean Trumbo, Randy Ratcliff and Jimmy Crawford of First
Financial Bank with a score of 59. Second place winners were Mike Group, Dale Lowrimore, Fred Kutz and Rick Sisco of Zero
Mountain with a score of 60. Third place winners were Travis Justice, Bruce Tencleve, Ewell Welch and Andy Wells of the Arkansas
Farm Bureau with a score of 62. Closest to the pin was Bruce Tencleve, longest drive winner was Chad Couch and the afternoon
putting contest winner was Brian Burr.
Major sponsors for the tournament were Alternative Design, F.P.E.C., Safe Foods, Inc., Tyson and Zero Mountain. Jones Motorcars of Fayetteville provided the car for the hole-in-one prize, Pepsi-Cola provided all of the drinks and Arkansas Farm Bureau
donated the items in the goodie bags passed out to participants as well as prizes.
The following companies also participated in the tournament: 4-State Poultry Supply, ADM, Alltech Biotechnology Centre,
Arkansas Farm Bureau, Aviagen, B.U.T.A., Barnhill Poultry, Farm Credit of Western Arkansas, First Financial Bank, General Chemical, Hubbard Farms, Kemin Industries, McClain Farms, Newlywed Foods, O.K. Industries, Peterson Farms, Scherring-Plough and
Twin Rivers Group. The following companies donated money, but were unable to send participants: Adisseo, Prince Agri Products,
Inc. and United Feeds.
Last fall the poultry science department provided more than $80,000 in scholarship money to their students.

Poultry Science Club hosts Annual Awards Banquet;
and end-of-the-year picnic at Agri Park

Ron McDaniel of Intervet
was the club’s speaker for
the Annual Awards Banquet

FAYETTEVILLE – The University of Arkansas Poultry Science Club presented awards to
students and faculty during its tenth annual Poultry Science Club Awards Banquet April 20 at the
Radisson Hotel in downtown Fayetteville.
Ron McDaniel of Intervet poultry company gave the keynote address about success and
happiness. Walter Bottje, interim poultry science department head, then presented each graduating
senior with a gift on behalf of the club.
Awards for faculty and students went to the following: Jason Emmert, associate professor,
received the “Best Mentor” award; F. Dustan Clark, extension poultry veterinarian, received the
tongue-in-cheek “Hard Ass” award; Julie Townsend, president of the club and a sophomore from
Malvern, received the “Member of the Year” award; Jill Townsend, a senior from Malvern received
“Most Memorable Club Member” awards; and Amanda Beene, a freshman from Malvern, received
the “Newcomer of the Year” award. Each awardee was presented with a certificate.
A silent auction took place during the banquet and raised funds to benefit the club.
The Poultry Science Club, made up of students who have a common academic interest in
poultry, has approximately 75 members on the U of A campus.

The end-of-the-year
picnic for the Poultry
Science Club was held
at Agri Park shortly
before finals at the U of
A. The club boasts
approximately 75
members.
Partners Newsletter • Center of Excellence for Poultry Science • Vol. 10, No. 2, 2002

Julie Townsend,
president of the Poultry
Science Club, was voted
“Club Member of the
Year” and is shown
holding her certificate.
Julie is a sophomore
from Malvern.
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Alumni NEWS
Dr. Lionel Barton
Board President
POSC Alumni
Group
In May, the Poultry Science Alumni
Organization held a meeting at the Center of
Excellence for Poultry Science to organize
their next event. The Organization is hosting a
barbecue on June 22, 2002 and we will cover
information from that event in the next
newsletter.
If you still have not joined the Poultry Science
Alumni Organization, now is a great time to
get involved.

Buddy Wray (left) visits with Research Specialist
Eric Vaught during the barbecue on the front lawn
of the Center of Excellence.

If you would like to contact Dr. Barton you may
e-mail him at lbarton@uark.edu or call the front desk
for a message at 479-575-4952.
Dr. Barton is an emeritus faculty member of
the poultry science department and he served as an
extension poultryman.

Poultry Science students
honored for their high marks
The following students from poultry science have made the
Chancellor’s List for the spring 2002 semester: Amanda Beene and Abel
Tomlinson, freshmen; Rachel Griesse, Adriane Hubbard, Julie Townsend
and Eric Wright, sophomores; April Grossman and Ashley Stinnett, juniors;
and Chad Burkett, Lindsay Hale and Jeremy West, seniors.
The following students have made the Dean’s List for the spring
semester: Libby Sargent, William Parker and LeAnn Layman, freshmen;
Ross Wolfenden, junior; and Niki Loupe, senior.
The following students have made the Bumpers College of Agricultural,
Food & Life Science’s honor roll for the spring semester: Sarah Sossamon,
freshman; Jana Cornelison, sophomore; Ben Outlaw, Amanda Drake and
Robert Hubbard, juniors; Robin Jarquin Torres, John Holliman, Jill
Townsend and Ernest Spurlock, seniors.
Congratulations to all of our poultry science students. In order to make
the Chancellor’s List, students must have a 4.0 grade point average. In order
to make the Dean’s List, students must have between a 3.75 and 3.99 grade
point and to make honor roll, students must have between a 3.50 and 3.74
grade point average.

Poultry Science faculty, staff
and students recognized by
Gamma Sigma Delta, honor
society for agriculture
The following people from the poultry science department were
recently inducted into Gamma Sigma Delta, the honor society for
agriculture, during their spring 2002 awards banquet: Jill Townsend, senior;
Hari Prakash Bhaskaran, Carolyn Ojano-Dirain, Edgar O. Oviedo-Rondon,
Melissa Davidson and Jonathan Prigge, all poultry science graduate
students; and Karen Eskew, communication specialist. The keynote address
at the banquet was given by Athletic Director Frank Broyles.
During the awards ceremony at the banquet, Dr. Yanbin Li received the
Gamma Sigma Delta Research Award of Merit. Dr. Li’s research interests
are food safety, biological material properties, simulation and modeling in
food processing. Dr. Li has conducted research on electrical stimulation for
tenderization of poultry meat, electrochemical pasteurization methods for
poultry processing, antimicrobial spray methods in poultry processing,
biosensors and image analysis for rapid detection pathogens in food
products, predictive microbial models and microbial risk assessment models
of bacteria in poultry products.
Students, faculty and staff are invited by initiates to join Gamma Sigma
Delta based on eligibility requirements. Faculty and staff must have
completed at least three years of continuous employment at the U of A and
be nominated by a Gamma Sigma Delta member; graduate students must
maintain at least a 3.5 GPA and completed at least 12 graduate credits;
juniors (undergraduates) must be in the upper 5% of their class; and seniors
(undergraduates) must be in the upper 15% of their class. Congratulations to
Dr. Li and to all of the new initiates.
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Poultry faculty and students take top honors
FAYETTEVILLE – Poultry Science faculty and students at the
University of Arkansas recently took top honors at the Dale Bumpers
College of Agricultural, Food and Life Sciences Honors Convocation.
Each year awards are presented in several categories, this year two
faculty members and two students in the poultry science department won
awards.
Dr. Robert Wideman, Jr., physiologist, won the John W. White
Research Excellence Award. Wideman is a Distinguished Professor at the
U of A and is an internationally known authority on avian physiology,
with a current focus on pulmonary hypertension syndrome (ascites) in
chickens. His research accomplishments include developing a method to
identify chickens with a high degree of genetic resistance to ascites for
use in breeding programs for broiler chickens.
Dr. Jason Emmert, nutritionist, won the John W. White Teaching
Excellence Award. Emmert is an Associate Professor and has updated the
curriculum for the poultry production courses he teaches and developed a
course on poultry careers. His judging and selection course includes
coaching a team of students to compete in intercollegiate poultry judging
From left, Dr. Robert Wideman, Jr., Dr. Jason Emmert,
contests. Emmert is also advisor to the Poultry Science Club.
Jill Townsend and Stacy Higgins.
Jill Townsend, senior, received the John W. White Outstanding
Student Award. Townsend has been extremely active in extracurricular
leadership and scholarly activities while attending the U of A. She is a leader on the Student Alumni Board and was the 2000 Poultry
Science Club Member of the Year. She is a member of Mortar Board, Golden Key, Gamma Beta Phi and Gamma Sigma Delta honor
societies and was Senior Ambassador. Townsend graduated summa cum laude this past May.
Stacy Higgins, graduate student, received the 2002 Dale Bumpers Distinguished Scholar Award. Higgins is from Lyttle, Texas,
and is pursuing a master’s degree in poultry science with an emphasis on poultry health. Higgins received her B.S. degree from Texas
A&M University (TAMU), with magna cum laude honors in December 2000. She currently serves as a committee chair in the Poultry
Science Graduate Association and is a member of the Poultry Science Association. She has presented her research at three national
meetings, served as author or coauthor of seven abstracts, and has one manuscript (currently in press). As an undergraduate, Higgins
was named Outstanding Senior at TAMU. She was an undergraduate research fellow and was active in mentoring and recruiting
programs. She is on schedule to receive her M.S. degree in December of this year and plans to pursue a Ph.D. in poultry science.

Two poultry faculty members receive promotions

Dr. Jason Emmert was
recently notified of his
promotion to Associate
Professor with tenure.

Two poultry science faculty members were recently given
promotions by the University of Arkansas. Dr. Jason Emmert was
recently notified of his promotion to Associate Professor with
tenure and Dr. John Kirby was notified of his promotion from
Associate Professor to Professor.
Emmert is a nutritionist and received his B.S., M.S. and Ph.D.
from the University of Illinois. Emmert joined the University of
Arkansas in 1997. Emmert’s responsibilities include teaching
Introduction to Poultry Careers, Broiler and Turkey Production and
Breeder and Layer Management. Emmert is also the poultry
judging coach and advisor for the Poultry Science Club.
Kirby is a reproductive physiologist and received his B.S. and
M.S. degrees from the University of Nebraska, Omaha, and his
Ph.D. from Oregon State University. Kirby joined the University of
Arkansas faculty in 1993. Dr. Kirby’s research is focused on basic
and applied aspects of male reproductive biology. He received the
John W. White Research Award in 1999 and he is the Director of
the Cell and Molecular Biology Program in addition to his duties
with poultry science.

Dr. John Kirby was promoted
from Associate Professor to
Professor.
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Interactive Broiler
Income Spreadsheet
(IBIS) available...
Recent concerns of growers and integrators
about a lack of information on poultry farm profitability has prompted the development of the interactive broiler income spreadsheet (IBIS). Many
current and potential poultry farms feel that they
do not have enough information to make an educated decision about investing in technology upgrades or a poultry farm expansion. IBIS was
developed at the University of Arkansas by Dr.
H.L. Goodwin, poultry economist, as an unbiased
tool for potential and current growers to use as
they make decisions regarding the current and
potential profitability of broiler production.
The program allows growers to more accurately estimate revenues and expenses based on
their unique farm situation.
The program works by having current
growers enter all revenues and expenses, as well
as loan payment information from their farm to
compute net farm income and net cash returns.
Potential growers can use the default values that
are provided to estimate profitability.
This program is available for $20 via a web
site: www.uark.edu/campus-resources/poulcalc/.
The web site allows users to use the program without any special software. For more information,
contact H.L. Goodwin at 479-575-4952 or e-mail
him at haroldg@uark.edu.

Poultry Symposium held at
NW Ark Convention Center
Dr. Susan Watkins,
extension poultry
specialist from the U of
A, and Charles Swain, of
Del Mesa Farms, are the
program coordinator and
chairman of the Poultry
Improvement Committee
(PIC), respectively. It
was their duty to line up
and organize all of the
speakers, rooms,
equipment, etc., for the
recent Poultry
Symposium held at the
Northwest Arkansas
Convention Center in
Springdale. The PIC is
part of the Poultry
Federation and annually
hosts over 500 people from Arkansas, Oklahoma and Mississippi for a twoday seminar and idea exchange.
Dr. Keith Bramwell, (left) extension
reproductive poultry specialist gives an
address during the symposium on “How
does egg holding time and temperature
affect hatch?” After his presentation,
Bramwell joined other experts for a
fertility panel discussion. Dr. Walter
Bottje, interim department head, provided
the Center Address and Update by
setting his words to music and playing his
violin, and Dr. Billy Hargis, UA poultry
health lab director, also gave an invited
presentation during the symposium.

Cobb-Vantress international group tours UA farm
A greyhound bus
unloads at the UA poultry
farm. It is filled with
international guests of
Cobb-Vantress.
Each year Cobb hosts
an international “poultry
school” to assist citizens
of other countries in
understanding poultry
processing in the United
States. This crosscultural event is a
tremendous forum for
sharing ideas on poultry
and animal health, food
safety and more.
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First ever Ozark Poultry Producer
Symposium held at Whitaker
arena on the UA campus
The first annual Ozark Poultry Producers Symposium was
held at the Whitaker Animal Science Arena on the UA campus
May 15.
Sponsors for the event were
the Arkansas Cooperative Extension Service, Carroll Electric Cooperative Service, Ozark Electric
Cooperative Service, AEP/Southwestern Electric Power Company,
The Poultry Federation and the
Center of Excellence for Poultry
Science. Over 300 people attended the one-day symposium and luncheon. Concurrent
break-out sessions were conducted on a variety of topics such as “Utilizing credit lines
for operating capital” and “Flock management to optimize health: ask the expert vet
panel.” One of the sessions focused on ways to conserve energy and save on utility bills.
Dr. Susan Watkins, extension poultry specialist, was in charge of organizing the event.

Employee of
The Quarter
Linda Penny, left, receives a
plaque and handshake from a
member of the Staff Senate at
the University of Arkansas.
Penny was named one of four
employees of the quarter for the
second quarter 2002. Penny
works in the Center’s
accounting office.

Good luck and best wishes to our
recent graduates of poultry science
Nearly 200 students of Dale Bumpers
College of Agricultural, Food & Life
Sciences participated in commencement
at the Randal Tyson Track Center on
Saturday, May 11.
From left, Niki Loupe of Crossett, Jill
Townsend of Malvern and Becky Lockhart
of West Fork , all poultry science majors,
stop to commemorate the event
with a photo.
Loupe and Lockhart are both continuing
their education as graduate students at
the U of A in poultry science.

Calendar
JULY 4
Independence Day (U of A holiday,
offices closed)
JULY 9-12
Poultry Science Youth Conference at the
Center of Excellence in Fayetteville
JULY 16-17
National Turkey Federation Technical
and Regulatory Committee
AUGUST 11-14
Poultry Science Association Annual
Meeting, University of
Delaware
AUGUST 22
Principles and Applications of Cleaning &
Sanitation, Center, Co-sponsored by
Ecolab
AUGUST 26
First day of classes at the University of
Arkansas
SEPTEMBER 2
Labor Day Holiday, University of
Arkansas offices closed
SEPTEMBER 6-10
11th European Poultry Conference,
Bremen, Germany
SEPTEMBER 10-12
Poultry Federation Nutrition Conference,
Clarion, Fayetteville
SEPTEMBER 13-14
Poultry Federation Turkey Committee,
Inn at the Ozarks, Eureka Springs
OCTOBER 16-17
Poultry Federation Processors
Workshop, Clarion, Fayetteville

Faculty Notables:
Dr. John Marcy, Jon Porter and Donna
Delozier conducted three GMP, SOP, Basic
HACCP courses at O.K. Foods in Fort Smith.
Marcy attended the American Meat Institute
Listeria Workshop in Dallas at the invitation of
AMI to provide critical evaluation, as well as the
National Turkey Federation Tech/Reg Committee
at the NTF meeting inNew Orleans.
Marcy has been appointed to the National
Academy of Science Committee on Review of
the Use of Scientific Criteria and Performance
Standards for Safe Food.
Marcy also spent one week in New Zealand
working with Dr. Denton, Jon Porter (adjunct)
Richard Linton (Purdue University) providing
assistance to Tegel Foods. Marcy also joined
Linton and Dr. David McSwane from Indiana
University and Dr. Lynn McIntyre from Massey
University in New Zealand presenting a one-day
workshop on global food safety issues.
(Notables continued on next page.)
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Faculty Notes

Dr. Walter Bottje gave a presentation to
the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) in
Hot Springs June 8. Bottje also presented the
Welcome and Center Update at the annual
Poultry Symposium at the Northwest Arkansas
Convention Center in April.
Dr. Keith Bramwell gave an invited
presentation “How Does Egg Holding Time
and Temperature Affect Hatch?” at the Poultry
Symposium in Springdale April 10. Bramwell
also served on a panel of experts during a
fertility panel discussion at the same event.
Dr. H.D. Chapman was an invited
speaker at the 10th International Seminar of
Poultry Pathology and Production, at the
University of Georgia in Athens.
Dr. James Denton gave invited presentations at the following: Conference for Food
Protection in Nashville, Tenn., April 20; Food
Safety Symposium - Microbial Testing Panel/
The Good and the Bad, San Antonio, Texas,
April 29-30; Ozark Chapter of the Federal
Veterinarians, Springdale, May 11; Global
HACCP Conference (Panel moderator),
Chicago, Illinois, May 16-17. Denton also
hosted senior executives from Ecuador for a
tour of the Center facilities an discussion on
future relations with the Center June 2-3.
Denton attended the National Advisory
Committee meeting for Meat and Poultry
Inspection in Washington D.C., June 5-6; the
Poultry Federation Board of Directors meeting
in Hot Springs June 7; and the Institute of Food
Technologist (IFT) meeting in Anaheim, Calif.,
representing the National Alliance for Food
Safety and the Food Safety Consortium and
served on the planning committee for future
direction of the IFT Food Safety and Quality
Conference.
Dr. Jason Emmert was presented with an
honorary State FFA Degree on June 6 at
Crouchdale Camp in Hot Springs for his efforts
conducting judging workshops all over the
state to prepare students for their FFA Career
Development Events. Emmert received the
Mentor of the Year award from the Poultry
Science Club at their annual awards banquet.
Emmert gave two invited presentations at the
University of Illinois about poultry production
and processing to both a products class and a
meats group. Emmert, Gary Davis and Dr.
Casey Owens served as judges at the
Oklahoma State Broiler Show.
Dr. Gisela Erf was invited to participate
in a Teaching Research Ethics course at Indiana
University in Bloomington as a representative

of Dale Bumpers College of Agricultural, Food
& Life Sciences May 15-18.
Dr. Brian Haggard, USDA, gave an
invited presentation at the annual Arkansas
Water Resources Center Conference titled,
“Stream Phosphorus Retention in the Illinois
River, Northwest Arkansas: Ecological
Services and Water Criteria” on April 23.
Haggard is a co-project director on a USDA
Nutrient Science for Watershed Management
titled, “A Nutrient Management Decision
Support System for the Eucha-Spavinaw Basin’
and the amount awarded is $686,000.
Dr. Billy Hargis gave an invited
presentation “Bacteriophages and Competitive
Exclusion for the Control of Salmonella” at the
Poultry Symposium in Springdale April 10.
Dr. Yanbin Li was given the Outstanding
Researcher Award by Gamma Sigma Delta, the
honor society for agriculture, at their annual
awards banquet held April 2 in Springdale.
Dr. Casey Owens gave an invited
presentation “Screening Broilers with
Halothane and Succinylcholine to Identify
Birds Prone to Developing Pale, Soft,
Exudative Meat” at the Western Poultry
Disease Conference in Puerto Vallerta, Mexico.
Owens also was an invited speaker at the
Turkey Meat Quality Symposium by The
Jennie-O Turkey Store, April 9 in Minnesota.
Her talk was entitled “PSE Meat in Turkeys:
Characteristics and Research Developments.”
Dr. Mark Parcells presented a poster at
the 51st Western Poultry Disease Conference
held in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, May 1-4,
2002.
Dr. Park Waldroup made invited
presentations at the Maryland Nutrition
Conference, Baltimore, where he spoke on
“Phosphorus, Phytase and the Environment...A
Retrospective Look,” and at the Five-State
Poultry Nutrition Conference in Indianapolis,
Indiana, where he co-authored the paper, “The
Arkansas Experience with Avizyme” with
graduate students Chris Fritts and Matthew
Greenwood and visiting scientist Marcos Cafe
of Brazil. Waldroup also gave an invited
presentation, “Mineral Needs for Poultry” at
the Czech WPSA Poultry Conference in
Prague, Czech Republic. He also presented a
seminar to the graduate faculty and students at
Gregor Mendel University, Brno, Czech
Republic. On a related note, Dr. Marcos B.
Cafe, Assistant Professor at the Federal
University of Goias, Brazil, recently received
the Brazilian Poultry Science Nutrition Award

for research conducted during his tenure as
Visiting Scientist at the University of Arkansas
2001-2002. Cafe worked with Waldroup on
interaction of methionine and lysine in broiler
diets. This research was the basis of his
doctoral dissertation at the University of Goias.
Dr. Robert Wideman, Jr., gave an
invited presentation, “Kidney Damage in
Laying Hens (Urolithiasis)” at the California
Animal Nutrition Conference in Fresno, Calif.,
in May. His presentation was sponsored by the
California Grain and Feed Association.

Student Notes
Stacy Higgins, graduate student of Dr.
Billy Hargis, received the 2002 Dale Bumpers
Distinguished Scholar Award. Higgins is from
Lyttle, Texas, and is pursuing a master’s degree
in poultry science with an emphasis on poultry
health.
The Poultry Science Club recently elected
officers for the 2002 fall semester. They are:
Cody Keen, President; Robert Hubbard, Vice
President; Sarah Sossamon, Secretary;
Adriane Hubbard, Treasurer; and Amanda
Beene and Alison Drumwright, Publicity
Officers.
The Poultry Science Graduate Association (PSGA) sponsored a grant-writing
workshop on Saturday, April 27th at the Center
of Excellence for Poultry Science. The event
was open to all graduate students and lunch
was provided by Penguin Ed’s barbecue. The
PSGA recently elected new officers, they are as
follows: Stacy Higgins, President; Carol
Ojano-Dirain, Vice President; Martha Reyes,
Secretary; Jonathan Prigge, Treasurer; and
Matt Greenwood, Liaison.
J.Paige Mackey, grad student of Dr.
Mark Parcells, defended her senior honor
thesis. Paige graduated cum laude and has been
accepted into a Ph.D. Program at the
University of Missouri, St. Louis Medical
School.
Lynne Gardner presented a poster
“Construction of a Marek’s Disease Virus
(MDV) ICP-27 Green Fluorescent Protein
(ICP-27/smGFP) Expression Cell Line” on
research conducted under the direction of Dr.
Mark Parcells at the Arkansas Undergraduate
Research Conference held April 19-20 at
Henderson College in Arkadelphia.
Graduate students Jon Prigge and
Vaithilingaraja Arumugaswami gave oral
presentations of their research at the 51st
Western Poultry Disease Conference held in
Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, May 1-4, 2002.
Watch for Grants Awarded in the
Next Issue of Partners.
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